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Serving the 7th District

Dear Friends:
As your State Senator, I am both privileged and honored to repre-

sent you, your family and the more than 270,000 constituents of the
7th Senate District in the Michigan State Senate. Serving your needs
in the Michigan Legislature is very important to me.

The information contained in this Legislative Update newsletter
will give you some additional insight and information about what has
happened in Lansing since I took office January 1, 2003.  As your advo-
cate for good government in the Senate, I will continue to work to: 

•  enhance educational opportunities and outcomes in education;
•  ensure that a quality employment environment exists in our 

great state; and, 
•  preserve our environment and our outdoor heritage for 

future generations!
I am always looking to improve the means of communication to

and from my constituents, you the people for whom I work. Your
input and perspective permit me to more fully represent our 
community. Your opinions and concerns motivate my actions.

Please continue to send me letters & e -mails to set forth your
thoughts (also, please let us know if you would like to receive my free
“In The Loop” e - mail releases); call my office to request more infor-
mation on issues of personal importance or to ask for specific state
publications; or, to schedule a ‘day in Lansing’ to visit the Capitol.

Again, thank you for extending to me the honor of serving you and
yours in the Michigan State Senate. When all is said and done:
“I work for you!”

Most Sincerely,

Bruce Patterson, 
State Senator, 7th District

MMAAKKIINNGG  MMIICCHHIIGGAANN  HHIISSTTOORRYY!!
Michigan history was made earlier this year! On April 3, 2003, our 

new Governor, Jennifer GGrraannhhoollmm, signed Senate Bill 160 into Law.  
Now known as PPuubblliicc  AAcctt  11  ooff  22000033, sponsored by
our own State Senator, Bruce PPaatttteerrssoonn, became
the first Bill signed into Law by our great state's
first female governor!

Senator PPaatttteerrssoonn expressed his feelings by 
saying: ““GGoovveerrnnoorr  GGrraannhhoollmm  mmaaddee  mmee  pprroouudd,,  
aanndd  hhoonnoorreedd,,  wwhheenn  sshhee  cchhoossee  ttoo  ssiiggnn  mmyy  BBiillll  aass  
hheerr  ffiirrsstt  PPuubblliicc  AAcctt  aass  ggoovveerrnnoorr..””

In her official statement, Governor GGrraannhhoollmm
declared: ““SSeennaattoorr  PPaatttteerrssoonn  ddiidd  aa  ccoommmmeennddaabbllee  
jjoobb  iinn  ccrraaffttiinngg  tthhiiss  lleeggiissllaattiioonn..  TThhiiss  BBiillll  iiss  aann  eexxaammppllee  
ooff  bbootthh  ppaarrttiieess  wwoorrkkiinngg  ttooggeetthheerr  ttoo  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  
MMiicchhiiggaann  ccoonnttiinnuueess  ttoo  hhaavvee  ssttrroonngg  eetthhiiccss  aanndd  
ggoooodd  ggoovveerrnnmmeenntt..””

Thomas H. McTavish,
Auditor General of the State

of Michigan and 
Senator Patterson look on as

Gov. Granholm signs 
Public Act 1 of 2003.



SSeennaattoorr  PPaatttteerrssoonn''ss  
CCoommmmiitttteeee  AAssssiiggnnmmeennttss
Technology and Energy committee, Chair
Health Policy committee, Vice Chair
Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs 
committee, Vice Chair
Judiciary committee, Member

HHeeaalltthh  IInnssuurraannccee  RReeffoorrmm::  SSaavviinngg
MMiicchhiiggaann  JJoobbss  aanndd  CCuuttttiinngg  CCoossttss

On July 23, 2003, Governor GGrraannhhoollmm signed a most
significant piece of legislation into Michigan law!

Everyone is keenly aware of the fact that health
care costs and health insurance premiums are on
the rise. Over the last several years they have
soared, making coverage less affordable to 
thousands. It has seemed like the sky's the limit and
no one is trying to do anything about the problem.

Well, Senator Bruce PPaatttteerrssoonn crafted Senate Bill
460 with the intent of tackling this major issue
head on! After months of careful consideration,
extensive research, exhaustive committee delibera-
tions, and skillful negotiation,
our Senator PPaatttteerrssoonn succeeded
where others had failed. He
adroitly moved his Bill through
both Chambers of the Michigan
Legislature and onto Governor
GGrraannhhoollmm''ss desk for signature
and enactment.

The result:  The Governor
signed the Bill, but only after
publicly extolling its merit 
and virtues.

““TThhiiss  iiss  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  sstteepp  iinn
hheellppiinngg  MMiicchhiiggaann''ss  ssmmaallll  bbuussii--
nneesssseess  --  tthhee  eeccoonnoommiicc  mmuussccllee
ooff  oouurr  ssttaattee  --  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  tthheeyy
wwiillll  bbee  aabbllee  ttoo  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  ooffffeerr  hheeaalltthh  ccaarree  ttoo  tthheeiirr
eemmppllooyyeeeess,,”” Gov. GGrraannhhoollmm declared. Continuing,

Michigan's new Governor stated: ““BByy  mmaakkiinngg
hheeaalltthh  ccaarree  ccoovveerraaggee  ccoossttss  eeaassiieerr  ttoo  pprreeddiicctt  aanndd  bbyy
ggiivviinngg  ssmmaallll  bbuussiinneesssseess  mmoorree  fflleexxiibbiilliittyy  ttoo  sshhoopp
aarroouunndd  ffoorr  tthhee  bbeesstt  ccoovveerraaggee  aanndd  pprreemmiiuummss,,  wwee  aarree
hheellppiinngg  ttoo  eennssuurree  tthhaatt  ssmmaallll  bbuussiinneessss  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee
ttoo  fflloouurriisshh  iinn  MMiicchhiiggaann..  SSttaabbiilliittyy  ffoorr  eemmppllooyyeerrss
mmeeaannss  ssttaabbllee  hheeaalltthh  ccaarree  ffoorr  eemmppllooyyeeeess..””

Reflecting on his accomplishment, Senator
PPaatttteerrssoonn observed just how important this new
Law is for the entrepreneurs and small business 
persons in communities like Northville, Plymouth,
Canton and Grosse Ile. ““SSttaabbiilliizziinngg  hheeaalltthh  ccaarree

ccoossttss  wwiillll  mmaakkee  iitt  eeaassiieerr  ffoorr
ssmmaallll  bbuussiinneessss  oowwnneerrss  ttoo  ppllaann  aa
bbuuddggeett  aanndd  ggrrooww  tthheeiirr  bbuussiinneessss..
IInn  ttuurrnn,,  tthhiiss  wwiillll  ccrreeaattee  mmoorree
aanndd  bbeetttteerr  jjoobb  ooppppoorrttuunniittiieess  ffoorr
tthhoouussaannddss  ooff  ppeeooppllee  aaccrroossss  oouurr
ssttaattee,,  aanndd  iitt  wwiillll  eessttaabblliisshh  aann
eennhhaanncceedd  eeccoonnoommiicc  eennvviirroonn--
mmeenntt  eesssseennttiiaall  ttoo  aattttrraaccttiinngg
mmoorree  aanndd  mmoorree  jjoobb  pprroovviiddeerrss..””

Gov. GGrraannhhoollmm opined fur-
ther by stating: ““TThhiiss  nneeww  LLaaww
hheellppss  mmaakkee  MMiicchhiiggaann  aann  eevveenn
ssttrroonnggeerr  iinnccuubbaattoorr  ffoorr  ssmmaallll
bbuussiinneessss  eexxppaannssiioonn  aanndd  hheellppss
mmaakkee  ssuurree  tthhaatt  BBlluuee  CCrroossss  BBlluuee

SShhiieelldd  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuee  ttoo  bbee  aa  ssttrroonngg  ccaarreeggiivveerr  ffoorr
MMiicchhiiggaann''ss  ppeeooppllee..””

Overcoming the negative affects of the Emerald
Ash Borer in Southeast Michigan is one of my

highest priorities. This invasive Asian insect is rapidly
threatening all of the ash trees in Michigan. Last year,
it killed five million of the 28 million ash trees in six
southeastern Michigan counties.

In order to help the state alleviate the problem cre-
ated by the Emerald Ash Borer, I introduced Senate
Resolution 49, which was passed unanimously by the
Senate on April 23. The resolution urged the Congress

of the United States and the United States
Department of Agriculture to provide Michigan 
with assistance in fighting the Emerald Ash Borer. 

My resolution worked. The federal government
announced in early May that Michigan and Ohio will
be receiving $14.6 million to stop the spread of the
aggressive Asian insect and eradicate it from our state.
For more information on the Emerald Ash Borer,
please contact my office toll free at (866) 262-7307.

WWoorrkkiinngg  ttoo  EElliimmiinnaattee  tthhee  EEmmeerraalldd  AAsshh  BBoorreerr

“Northville
Mayor
Christopher
Johnson 
and Northville
City Councilman
Jerry Mittman
stopped by 
Sen. Patterson's 
Lansing office 
to discuss 
legislation.”



OOnnee��oonn��OOnnee  wwiitthh  
SSeennaattoorr  PPaatttteerrssoonn  

I encourage your family to share thoughts and concerns
on state legislation and issues with me during my One-on-
One office hours. The conversations and opinions help me
to better serve your family in
the Michigan State Senate.
For more information about
One-on-One office hours or
to schedule office hours at a
location in your community,
please contact my office by
calling (866) 262-7307.

In keeping with my commitment to enhance
educational opportunities for all seeking a better
education, I have insisted throughout the Budget
deliberations on maintaining funding for the
Michigan MMeerriitt  AAwwaarrdd  SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp  PPrrooggrraamm.

In part, my personal commitment derives from
the fact that during the 1999 - 2000 legislative
term I served as the Associate Speaker Pro
Tempore, and therefore, was the Presiding Officer
over the Michigan House of Representatives' ses-
sion the night when the Bill creating this innova-
tive program passed the body. My efforts on that
momentous occasion drew acclaim from former
Gov. John Engler whose brainchild the Merit
Award program was.

Guarding this innovative Program from unwar-
ranted, partisan attacks and non - meritorious
assaults claiming it was a pay - off for children of
rich parents, became my Mission. Because of the
confusion over the initial intent of the program, I
feel obliged to point out that the MERIT
AWARD SCHOLARSHIP was always intended
to reward MERITORIOUS ACHIEVEMENT,
not be a needs - based scholarship. And, for the
critics who erroneously proclaim that only those

in need should benefit, I unequivocally declare
that: ""AAllll  ssttuuddeennttss  wwhhoo  aacchhiieevvee  ddeessiirreedd  oouuttccoommeess
aarree  eennttiittlleedd  ttoo  rreecceeiivvee  ““tthhee  bbeenneeffiitt  ooff  tthheeiirr  
bbaarrggaaiinn  ffoorr  ssttuuddyyiinngg  hhaarrdd,,  lleeaarrnniinngg  wweellll,,  aanndd
ddeemmoonnssttrraattiinngg  tthheeiirr  aacchhiieevveemmeenntt  oonn  aann  eexxaamm
ddeessiiggnneedd  ttoo  oobbjjeeccttiivveellyy  mmeeaassuurree  qquuaannttiittaattiivvee  
aanndd  qquuaalliittaattiivvee  oouuttccoommeess..””

While some will disagree, there are more than
140,000 students and their parents who do not!
They agree with me, and many of them are our
neighbors and they have told me they agree.

If you would like to learn more about the 
scholarship program, please visit the Merit 
Award Preservation Plan website at:
http://www.senate.michigan.gov/gop/merit. 

Parents of award winning students can support
their child's achievement by obtaining a Merit
Scholar bumper sticker - free of charge-and 
proudly displaying it on their family automobile.
To order a free bumper sticker, simply contact my
office by calling toll - free (866) 262 - 7307; or 
e-mail me at: senbpatterson@senate.michigan.gov.

SSaavviinngg  tthhee  MMeerriitt  SScchhoollaarrsshhiippss

Trenton Mayor Jerry Brown and his 
granddaughter Lauren with Sen. Patterson 

at the Trenton Memorial Day parade.
Patterson meeting constituents

during “Office Hours”

SSUURRVVEEYY  QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS
Do you agree with the U. S. Supreme Court's recent decision on Affirmative Action?  Yes � No �

Comments:___________________________________________________________________________________

Do you agree with the 1992 U. S. Supreme Court's decision in Fort Gratiot Landfill -v- MDNR which 
prevents individual states from fully regulating the importation of out - of - state trash from places like
Toronto, ONTARIO, Canada?  Yes � No � 

Comments: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Would you like Sen. Patterson's staff to send you more information on either of these topics? If so, please
send in this form with your name and the address to which you would like the materials to be sent.

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________
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State Senator
BBRRUUCCEE PPAATTTTEERRSSOONN
P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Publications Request
My office maintains a collection of useful publications that may be of interest to you and your family. The
publications are free. They can be requested by mailing this request form or by e-mailing your request to:
senbpatterson@senate.michigan.gov.

Name:________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________City:____________________State: ______ Zip: _________

Phone: ________________________________________________________________________________________

E-Mail: _______________________________________________________________________________________

MAIL TO: Senator Bruce Patterson, P.O. Box 30036, Lansing, MI 48909-7536

SSiiggnn  UUpp  FFoorr  FFrreeee  
EE��mmaaiill  NNeewwsslleetttteerr

In order to keep your
family up to date

with the actions of the
Michigan Legislature, I

am now issuing “In the
Loop.” This is a free 

e-mail newsletter for my 
constituents. If you are interested in
receiving the e-mail newsletter, 
please e-mail your address to:
sseennbbppaatttteerrssoonn@@sseennaattee..mmiicchhiiggaann..ggoovv..
Newsletters are also available on my
website, located at hhttttpp::////wwwwww..sseennaattee..
mmiicchhiiggaann..ggoovv//ggoopp//sseennaattoorr//ppaatttteerrssoonn//..

SSeennaattoorr  PPaatttteerrssoonn  RReepprreesseennttss::
City of Northville, Northville Twp., City of Plymouth, Plymouth Twp., 
Canton Twp., Van Buren Twp., Belleville, Sumpter Twp., Huron Twp.,
Brownstown Twp., Flat Rock, Woodhaven, Trenton, Grosse Ile Twp.,
Gibraltar and Rockford in Wayne County.
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senbpatterson@
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Bruce Patterson
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